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A. Subfloor Preparat ion

The object ive of subfloor preparat ion is to create a surface which is dry, 
rigid, smooth, level, dimensional ly stable and which provides a suitable 
f inish to maximise adhesion.

In order to achieve a sat isfactory instal lat ion of Jaymart  rubber f looring, 
it  is essent ial that  the subfloor is correct ly f inished in accordance with 
Brit ish Standard codes of pract ice CP102, BS8203, BS5325 and 
subsequent  and future amendments. In part icular:-

1. Old f loor coverings, paint  and adhesives should be removed.

2. Concrete subfloors must  be dry. ie.: relat ive humidity should not  
exceed 75% when measured with an Edney Hygrometer.

3. Propriety f looring screed should be used in accordance with the 
manufacture?s inst ruct ions. Jaymart  recommends the use of suitable 
Ardex UK Ltd. screeding compounds. (telephone 01440 714939).

4. Subfloors which are direct  to earth should be protected by a damp 
proof membrane. If in doubt  over whether such a membrane has 
previously been instal led, Tretobond ES3000, or similar surface appl ied 
damp proof membrane should be used in accordance with the 
manufacturer?s inst ruct ions.

5. The surface of the sub f loor should be smooth, level, clean, dry, and 
free of al l defects.

6. Suspended t imber board f loors and chipboard f loors should be made 
sound, and for maximum rigidity, 6mm flooring grade plywood nailed 
down with ring shank nails or equivalent  f ixings at  4? intervals around the 
edge of each sheet , and at  6? intervals throughout  the rest  of the sheet . 
The nail heads must  not  protrude above the surface of the plywood.

In domest ic and l ight  contract  instal lat ions, hardboard or plywood of 
less than 6mm thickness is often used successful ly in place of 6mm 
plywood. Instal lers should sat isfy themselves that  such an underlay w il l 
be adequate for the intended usage before proceeding, as Jaymart  
cannot  accept  any responsibil ity for subsequent  failure of f loors instal led 
on such substrates.

7. It  is not  recommended to instal l Jaymart  rubber f loorcoverings on 
woodblock f loors, asphalt  or bitumen subfloors.

8. Metal subfloors should be rigid, bare and abraded. Instal lers w ishing 
to instal l Zero f looring on coated metal surfaces should confirm with the 
coat ing manufacturer it?s suitabil ity as an underlay, bearing in mind the 
adhesive to be used.



B. Adhesive Select ion

Jaymart  supply four types of adhesive suitable for instal l ing the Zero 
range. The correct  select ion of adhesive depends upon the condit ions 
to which the f loor w il l be subjected, fol lowing instal lat ion, and also the 
type of t ile being instal led.

?Jayst ick? double st ick adhesive is suitable for use in areas which wil l 
not  be subjected to surface water. It  is suitable for use on both vert ical 
and horizontal surfaces.

?PU2000? polyurethane adhesive is suitable for areas which may be 
subjected to some surface water after instal lat ion, and where 
excessively heavy t raff ic w il l occur, e.g.: fork l if t  t ruck t raff ic, dumbbel l 
weight l if t ing etc. PU2000 is suitable for use on horizontal surfaces only.

?1635? Adhesive is suitable for use in areas subjected to surface water, 
and can be used on both vert ical and horizontal instal lat ions. It  is 
part icularly recommended for use when an instal lat ion includes stair 
risers and skirt ings, in ?wet? areas.

?Treadfast  108? is a high performance adhesive for most  rubber f loor 
coverings. It  is suitable for use in dry areas. It  is only suitable for use on 
horizontal surfaces.

C. Product  Select ion

The Jaymart  rubber f looring range incorporates a w ide range of 
apparent ly similar items. Customers and specif iers should refer to the 
Jaymart  rubber f looring catalogue to ensure that  they choose a 
suitable select ion of items for the job concerned. Jaymart  Area Sales 
Managers and Sales off ice Staff are pleased to assist  w ith the choice.



D. Instal lat ion

The surface temperature of the screed and the f looring materials to be 
laid should reach 18oC (64oF) for 24 hours prior and fol lowing 
instal lat ion. Where appl icable, underf loor heat ing should be turned off 
48 hours before and after instal lat ion.

In very cold weather it  is recommended that  boxes and/ or other 
wrappings should be opened and the fol lowing materials spread out  in 
the heated area in which they are to be in stal led, in order for them to 
achieve the correct  working temperature.

Upon receipt  and before proceeding with cut t ing or instal l ing any 
materials, del iveries should be checked to ensure the correct  
materials have been received in good condit ion. Colour shade batching 
should also be checked. Please note, however, it  is impossible to 
supply dif ferent  items in the same colour shade batch.

The correct  order in which items are instal led depends on the package 
of items selected. The fol lowing ordered l ists give some guidel ines:-



Floor Tiles

When instal l ing f loor t iles, it  is normal to begin instal l ing in the centre 
of the f loor, working outwards to the wal ls. This ensures an even border 
of cut-in t iles around the edge of the room. The centre of the f loor is at  
the point  where l ines drawn from opposite corners intersect . Tiles are 
most  usual ly instal led ?criss-cross? fashion, though in some instances a 
?brick-bond? instal lat ion may be preferred. Brick-bond is part icularly 
useful for large f loor areas where there may be an increased risk of t iles 
running out  of al ignment during f it t ing. The t iles can be ?cut-in? at  the 
edge of the room using a sharp cut t ing knife. Obstruct ions protruding 
from the wal ls should be templated and marked out  on the t ile prior to 
cut t ing. Unevenness in the wal l can be marked out  on the t iles using a 
?marking back? rod prior to cut t ing,:- the marking on the t ile w il l 
correspond to the f luctuat ions in the wal l against  which the t ile has to 
f it . In order to ensure consistent  spacing between studs, hand cut  t ile 
edges should not  be instal led adjacent  to other t iles.



4. Stairs

The nosings, t read and risers may be covered using the convenient  one 
piece sect ions. Care should be taken when handl ing the one-piece 
nosing t read riser units prior to f it t ing. The vert ical part  of the nosing 
may st retch and deform if the items are bent  during handl ing.

The one-piece stair sect ions are intended for use on ?standard? size 
staircases, w ith 90oor 83oangles between t read and riser. Rounded 
nosings should be ?squared off? using suitable f il lers prior to 
instal lat ion. The sect ions are not  suitable for use on bul lnose staircases 
unless the nosing is removed, and a suitable al ternat ive nosing f it ted.

Where the staircase is w ider than the sect ions available, two or more 
sect ions may be used side by side. There is minor controversy over the 
posit ioning of joints between sect ions. Aesthet ical ly they look bet ter up 
the centre of the staircase. Technical ly the joint  is bet ter suited away 
from the main f low of pedestrian t raff ic. The decision is yours. If in 
doubt , consult  the project  architect  for his preference.

Fit t ing of the one piece stair sect ions should begin at  the bot tom of the 
staircase. The f irst  riser can be cut  from a one piece sect ion, retaining 
the nosing for use of the landing edge. When f it t ing the one piece 
sect ion the nosing should be forced over the nose of the stair. It  is 
essent ial that  the front  edge of the t read port ion is supported by the 
stair beneath. Failure to do this w il l const itute a safety hazard, and may 
also result  in premature wear.The vert ical part  of the nosing should not  
be adhered to the riser.The nosing has a buil t  in spring which holds the 
vert ical part  f irmly against  the riser below.

When applying adhesive to the reverse of the one piece nose t read 
riser unit , care should be takennotto ?f il l? the folding grooves between 
t read and riser w ith adhesive. Adhesive should be appl ied over the 
grooved area with a st if f paintbrush. The reason for this is that  if the 
grooves are f il led, the excess adhesive retains solvent  longer than 
adhesive elsewhere on the unit . The solvent  then t ries to escape 
fol lowing instal lat ion of the unit , and ?bubbl ing? results.



E. Adhesive Use

Before using any of the adhesives described bel low, Users should 
famil iarise themselves with the relevant  ?Health and Safety? data 
sheets, available on request . In part icular ?Jayst ick? should be used in 
wel l vent ilated areas, and away from naked f lames. Smoking should 
not  be permit ted.

The various recommended adhesives for the Zero (see sect ion B, 
above) are appl ied in dif ferent  ways.

1. ?Jayst ick? contact  adhesive is suppl ied in cans, ready to use. It  should 
be evenly appl ied w ith a V notched t rowel (1mm x 4mm) to both the 
f loor surface and the reverse of the Zero to be instal led.

Jayst ick contains solvents which are present  to al low it  to be spread. 
After appl icat ion and before f ixing the item in posit ion, the solvents 
must  be al lowed to evaporate. This process may take up to 40 minutes, 
or even longer in certain condit ions. It  is possible to determine when 
the solvents have evaporated as the adhesivewil l feel dry to the touch. 
Failure to al low this evaporat ion process to occur w il l result  in 
?bubbl ing? of the f loor covering.

Special care should be taken when instal l ing one piece stair sect ions. 
The solvent  in the adhesive appl ied to the stair riser tends to evaporate 
at  a slower rate than those on the t read. Instal lers should then apply 
the touch test  to both t read and riser. Once the adhesive has 
becometouch-dry,the item to be instal led should be ?curled? precisely 
into posit ion. Part icular care should be taken to ensure to al ign t ile 
corners and edges with previously instal led t iles.

It  is essent ial to ?get  it  right the f irst  t ime? as the adhesive ?grabs? the 
item, and subsequent  removal for reposit ioning may result  in distort ion 
of the product .

After posit ioning the t ile on the adhesive it  should be pressed down al l 
over to ensure total contact  between the t ile, adhesive and substrate. It  
should then be rol led, in both direct ions with a 68kg f looring rol ler in 
order to expel any t rapped air bubbles, and further ensure total contact  
of the bond.

Pedestrian t raff ic should be excluded from the newly instal led area for 
24 hours in order to al low the adhesive to ful ly cure. A ?Health and 
Safety? data sheet  is available on request .



2. ?PU2000? polyurethane adhesive is a two part  adhesive. Before the 
adhesive can be used, the contents of the two cans should be 
thoroughly mixed together. The largest  can contains suff icient  empty 
space to accept  the contents of the smal ler can.

The mixed adhesive should be appl ied w ithin two hours of mixing, to 
the f loor only, using a 1.5mm x 5mm V-notched t rowel w ith the 
standard pre-abraded smooth backed t iles. The t iles should be laid 
into the wet  adhesive, pressed down to ensure total contact , and rol led 
w ith a 68kg f looring rol ler to exclude air.

Care should be taken to ensure that  the t iles remain in contact  w ith the 
wet  adhesive during the curing process. Failure to do this may result  in 
an unsat isfactory bond, and subsequent  deteriorat ion in the f inished 
f loor. Normal ly the 4mm t iles are suff icient ly heavy and f lexible to 
avoid the need for weighing them down to maintain contact , but  in 
some circumstances eg. where the f loor is not  level in order to 
facil itate drainage, it  is advisable to weight  the t iles down with 
sandbags or similar.

Excess adhesive may squeeze up between the t iles. Use a solvent  
cleaner to remove the excess adhesive whilst  it  is st il l wet . Under no 
circumstances should the excess adhesive be al lowed to dry on the 
upper surface of the t iles. The cleaner should also be used to clean the 
adhesive appl icat ion tools.

The curing process, ment ioned above, usual ly takes about  48 hours. It  
is essent ial that  t raff ic is prevented from t raversing the f inished f loor 
this period. Failure to do this may disturb the chemical hardening 
process as it  takes place, and then result  is an unsat isfactory bond. A 
?Health and Safety? data sheet  is available on request .

3. ?1635? adhesive is a two part , water resistant , contact  adhesive. 
Before use the two parts should be thoroughly mixed. It  is suitable for 
use with smooth backed products only (ie. not  peduncle backed t iles).

An even coat ing with a f lat  spreader should be appl ied to the reverse 
of the Zero item, and appl ied to the subfloor w ith a 1mm x 4mm 
notched t rowel. For maximum water resistance, ensure that  there is 
adequate adhesive on the t ile edge and on the corresponding area of 
the subfloor.

The solvents present  in the adhesive should be al lowed to evaporate 
for 5 to 15 minutes approximately, unt il theadhesive is touch dry. The 
item should then be curled into posit ion, taking care to al ign it  properly 
and place it  correct ly the f irst  t ime. The item should then be pressed 
f irmly to ensure overal l contact , and rol led in both direct ions with a 
68kg f looring rol ler.

4. ?Treadfast  108? should be thoroughly st irred before use. Porous 
surfaces must  be primed with Treadfast  108 diluted 1:1 w ith clean 
water, by paint  rol ler and al lowed to dry. Spread the adhesive evenly on 
the substrate only w ith a 1.5mm x 5mm V-notched t rowel. Immediately 
rol l w ith a long handled paint  rol ler which has been pre-wet  w ith 
adhesive to smooth out  the t rowel serrat ion marks to give a uniform, 
smooth appearance.



F. Finishing off the job

Final ly, the f loor should be ful ly cleaned. Jaymart  recommend the use 
of Nova products, available from ?Brit ish Nova Works? (telephone 
01295 254030). These products should be appl ied in accordance with 
a separate data sheet , ?Jaymart  Rubber Flooring-Cleaning and Care?, 
available upon request .



Jaymart Rubber & 
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